MILITIA, IRELAND. 



Copies of CIRCULAR LETTERS to Colonels and Commanding Officers, in 
1817 and 1822; with Remonstrances ; — Viz. 

— 1 — 

Copies of Two Circular Letters, addressed to Colonels or Commanding 
Officers of the Militia of Ireland, signed E. B. Baker -, dated, the one, Dublin 
Castle, 24th February 1817, and the other, Dublin Castle, 17th June 1817. 



(Circular.)* Dublin Castle, 24thFebruary 1817. 

MY LORD, T j *.- 

I Have it in command from The Lord Lieutenant to acquaint your Lordship, 
that upon a principle of assimilation, as well as of contributing as far as 
practicable to public economy, it is intended that a Bill shall be submitted to Par- 
liament, for limiting the number of Non-commissioned Officers, Drummers and 
Fifers, to be retained by the several Regiments of Irish Militia, to those prescribed 
for the British Corps, under the provisions of the 83d section of the Act ot the 

43d of the King, c. 90. .... . , . . 

The Corps will, under this measure, be entitled, when not on actual service, to 
two Staff Serjeants, two Fifers, and one Drum Major, as at present; and one 
Serjeant and one Corporal for every thirty Privates. Also one Drummer for every 
Company, with an addition of one Drummer for each Flans Company ; and when 
it shall be drawn out into actual service, an addition will be made, of one Serjeant 
and one Corporal, for every twenty Private men; and one Drummer for every 
Battalion Company so drawn out. , , ,, 

In these cases, where a surplus of fifteen Private men or upwards, shall arise, 
after the appointment of one Serjeant and one Corporal, to every thirty Private men, 
the Corps will be entitled to one additional Corporal, when not on actual service, 

i0r Upon the P foregoing principle therefore, the number of Non-commissioned Officers 
and Drummers of your Lordship’s regiment, in its disembodied state, will comprize 
the detail mentioned in the margin. 

You will be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this communication. 

I have, &c. 

Colonel the Earl O'Neil, (signed) E. B. Baker. 

& c. &c. &c. 

Antrim Militia 

A similar Letter to the Colonels of the other Regiments of Irish Militia. 






1 Serjeant Major. 

1 Quarter M r Serjeant 
1 Drum Major. 

17 Serjeants. 

17 Corporals. 

10 Drummers, 
a Fifers. 



(Circular and Private.) 



Dublin Castle, 1 7th June 1 817. 



MY LORD, 



REFERRING to the communication which I had the honour to address to 
vonr Lordship, on the 24th February last, relative to the arrangement then in con- 
templation, for limiting the number of Non-commissioned Officers Drummers and 
Fifers of the Irish Militia, to those prescribed for the British Corps, under the 
provisions of the 88th section of the 42d of the King, c. 90 I have it in command 
from the Lord Lieutenant, to acquaint you, that it is not at present intended to bring 
such reduction into immediate operation, at least to its full extent. 

With the view, however, of adhering to the principle on which the measure 
originally proposed, and of contributing to public economy, it has been decided, that 
such vacancies as now exist, or those which may hereafter arise, either by death, 
discharge or other casualty, amongst the Non-commissioned Officers, &c. ot^the 

35 - ' A 
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Militia of this country, which shall exceed the reduced establishment, as detailed in 
my letter of the before-mentioned date, are not to be filled up, but to become a saving, 
and according to this rule, the several Corps will it is expected, be progressively 
decreased, as far as the proportion of the corresponding ranks in the British 
battalions. 

The casualties are of course to be duly noted in the Pay Lists of the Disembodied 
Staff, for the information and guidance of the Commissioners of Military Accounts ; 
and your Lordship will therefore be pleased to conform to this arrangement, as far as 
it shall be applicable to the Antrim Militia. 

It will be satisfactory that the receipt of this letter should be early acknowledged. 

I have, &c. 

Colonel the Earl O’Neil, (signed) E. B. Baker. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Antrim Militia. 

A similar Letter to the Colonels of the other Regiments of Irish Militia. 




Copy of a Circular Letter addressed to Colonels or Commanding Officers 
of the Militia of Ireland; dated Dublin Castle, November 25th, 1822, and 
signed Henry Goulburn. 

(Circular.) Dublin Castle, 25th November 1822. 

IT having been deemed expedient under present circumstances, that the number 
Serjeant; °f Serjeants, Corporals and Drummers of the Militia of Ireland shall be diminished, 
Corporals. so as to bring them as far as practicable within the scale prescribed for the British 
Drummer,. Corps;— I have it in command from the Lord Lieutenant, to signify his Excellency's 
desire that you will be pleased to adopt the necessary measures for discharging, on 
or before the 24th of next month, the Supernumerary Serjeants, Corporals and 
Drummers of the Regiment under your command, which consist, as stated in the 
latest returns received from the Commissioners of Military Accounts, of the numbers 
specified in the margin. 

The men to be discharged will be allowed to take with them their clothing now in 
wear, together with their great coats and knapsacks : — They are likewise to receive 
their pay to the 24th of December next, and also, a further allowance equal to 
fourteen days pay to carry them home. 

The accounts of the men are to be made up, and all their just pretensions com- 
pletely satisfied to the time of their being dismissed. 

The Paymaster is to send to the Commissioners of Military Accounts an Estimate 
(with a duplicate thereof for the use of the Agent) of the sums that will be required 
on the present occasion ; and the special attention of the Agent is to be directed to 
the remittance in due time of the amount. 

Under the foregoing arrangement, it will be unnecessary to provide clothing for 
the Non-commissioned Officers and Drummers, supernumerary to the ordinary 
establishment fixed for the Disembodied Militia by the Act 57 Geo. 3,.c. 104. 

You will also be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this communication. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(signed) Henry Goulburn. 
To the Colonel of the Regiment of Militia. 




Copies of Remonstrances addressed to the Right Honourable Henry Goulburn , 
by certain Commanding Officers of the Militia of Ireland, with the Names 
subscribed, in consequence of the Circular Letter of the 25th November 1822. 

WE, the undersigned Colonels of Militia, having received, at the quarters of the 
staff of our respective regiments, a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 25th No- 
vember 1822, and signed Henry Goulburn, in which the Lords Lieutenant's desire is 

expressed, 
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of°”o unexpected 

a *» <** & 

r wtskse 

the provisions of the Act of the 42d of the King. „ , . 

That we have viewed the policy of the law upon this head, as being not only to 
stimulate the Militia-man, when embodied, to fidelity of conduct, by the reward of 

That we refer for the proof of this, to the efficient state nr which the Militia of 
Ireland stood, immediately on its being embodied, on the rupture of the Peace o 

A mt\n1uc n h efetf must not only be defeated, in future, by such a measure as 
that nmv proposeS but the verv name of Militia branded, amongst those orders 
Xch are fo complete its ranks, with the hatred arising Iron, their sense of mjust.ee, 
disappointment, and breach of faith. , 

That the precipitancy and peremptoriness of communication, thus made to u 

S~E cdlencVs gove n“n« ’.^surprise is not greater to us, in our official 
Suatos than feffiUo the interests and well-being of men who have d.stmgmshed 

US Ttat a ™ ? th every submission to those authorities most competent to legal adv.ee, 
doubts m^- not b7unjustly entertained as to the validity of any compnls.on to such 

Ot consolidating all previous Militia laws having 
enacted the officers and number? of companies to the diflerent degrees of corps 
proceeds to detail the establishment of each company, m the 1 6th sechotg viz That 
the ordinary establishment of each company shall be, sixty 0 ^ 

'limes subject to any Act which shall be in force for punishing mutiny and desertion, 
u t . ' distinctlv establishing the Non-commissioned Officers named, as the 

s~H? 

mt“of pay to declared, for every such Adjutant, 

&r and for every Serjeant-Major, Quartermaster-Serjeant Serjeant, Corporal 

saki-iss i sxs&m. WPi 

shall be the ordinary establishment. That 
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That the law in sect. 38 contemplates the force necessary to be maintained present 
where the regimental stores shall be kept, and directs that one-third at least of the 
Serjeants, &c. shall be constantly resident there ; still further corroborating the 
establishment, and the principle of reward and stimulus, by the indulgences to be 
given m peace ; while the letter of 24th February 1817, admits the necessity of ap- 
peal to the Legislature before the reduction can take place, and the Act of the 
57 Geo. 3, c. 104, confirms it. 

That with these facts before us, placed as we have been, the ijuardians of our 
respective Regiments, and in several instances the cause of those very men whose 
interests in life are thus vitally threatened by the letter against which we now venture 
to oner our remonstrances, having been exposed by their change of life ; to such we 
cannot, in justice to ourselves, or to the service in which we have been placed, do 
less than respectfully state our firm conviction of the harshness, injustice, and at least 
doubt, le § aht ^ of persevering in such a proceeding as that intimated ; and while 
humbly submitting our strongest remonstrances . against it, to express our confident 
hopes, that these our sentiments being known to the Lord Lieutenant, the staff of 
our respective Regiments may be left undisturbed. 



(Signed) 

T. H. Skeffington - - 
Dufferin mid Claneboye 
O'Neil 



- Col. Louth Militia. 

Col. R 1 North Down Militia. 

- Col. Antrim Militia. 



A similar Return w'as received from 

The Earl of Gosford - - - Col. Armagh Militia. 

W. II. M. Holder - - - Col. North Cork Militia. 

Lord Riversdale - - - - Col. South Cork Militia. 

Nicholas Colthurst - - - Col. Cork City Militia. 

Thomas White ----- Col. Dublin County Militia. 
The Earl of Enniskillen - - Col. Fermanagh Militia. 

H. P. L Estrange - - - - Col. King's County Militia. 

H. J. Clements Col. Leitrim Militia. 

Lord Forbes ----- Lt. Col. Longford Militia. 
The Marquis of Sligo - - Col. South Mayo Militia. 
Charles P. Leslie - - - - Col. Monaghan Militia. 

William Bagwell - - - - Col. Tipperary Militia. 

The Earl of Caledon - - - Col. Tyrone Militia. 

The Marquis of Waterford - Col. Waterford Militia. 

The Earl of Wicklow - - - Col. Wicklow Militia. 



(Copy.) 

WE, the undersigned Colonels of Militia, having received at the quarters of the- 
stall of our respective regiments, a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 2«h No- 
vember 1822, and signed Henry Go, ilburn, in which the Lord Lieutenant's desire 
is expressed, that we respectively should adopt the necessary measures for dis- 
charging, on or before the 24th December next, Serjeants, Corporals, and Drummer* 
beyond the scale prescribed for the British Corps beg leave, through you. Sir’ 
humbly to submit to tile Lord Lieutenant, the view taken by us of so unexpected 
a communication, and requiring so precipitate a compliance. 

VV ere that reduction to be insisted on, we conceive, that the faith on which these 
men entered the Militia service would be broken, inasmuch as that at the time of 
their enlisting they had an ultimate reward for their services held out and guaranteed 
upon the faith of the Legislature of the country, viz. that of their conduct advancing 
them to the staff, where, during peace they were to be permanent upon the different 
portions of pay assigned to each station by that very law. 

That those who are now to be affected by discharge, should such a measure be 
persevered m, have had that faith confirmed to them by the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of more than five years disembodied service, following the abandonment of an 
announcement made by a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 24th February 1817, 

and 
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and signed Edw. B. Baier, “ that a Bill should be submitted to Parliament, for 
“ limiting the number of Non-commissioned Officers, Drummers and Fifers, retained 
“ by the several Regiments of Irish Militia, to those prescribed for the British 
“ Corps, under the provisions of the Act of the 42 d of the King.’' 

That we have viewed the policy of the law upon this head, as being not only to 
stimulate the Militia-man when embodied, to fidelity of conduct, by the reward of 
subsequent permanency of provision (rendered even more ample by the policy 
of Government in gratuitously extending allowances of lodging and fuel ;) but also to 
the important consideration of future efficiency, by the inducement so held out, of 
obtaining on any emergency, an instant influx of Recruits to the Militia ranks ; and 
of the means through such a staff, . of. imparting Military instruction, and rendering 
the Recruit serviceable to the State, from the moment of his joining his regiment. 

That we refer, for the proof of this, to the efficient state in which the Militia of 
Ireland stood, immediately on its being embodied, on the Peace of Amiens, and 
in 1815. 

That with every submission to those authorities most competent to legal advice, 

“ doubts may not unjustly be entertained as to the validity of any compulsion to sflch 
reduction ; and for these reasons : — 

The Act of the 49th of George 3d, repealing or consolidating all previous 
Militia laws, having enacted the officers and number of companies to the different 
degrees of corps, proceeds to detail the establishment of each company, in the 
6th section ; viz. That the ordinary establishment of each company shall be sixty- 
five Privates, four Serjeants, five Corporals, two Drummers, &c. while sect. 27, 
says, that every Adjutant, Paymaster, Surgeon, Serjeant-Major, Quartermaster- 
Serjeant, Serjeant, Corporal, Drum-Major, Drummer, of the said Militia, shall be 
at all times subject to any Act which shall be in force for punishing Mutiny and 
Desertion, &c. thus distinctly establishing the Non-commissioned Officers named as 
the permanent staff of the regiment when disembodied : and be it observed, that 
the Quartermaster is not included, because it was, by a subsequent Act, so far to 
assimilate to British practice, that he was made permanent. 

By sec. 28, the saies of pay to these classes when not embodied, is declared, 
for every such Adjutant, &c. &c. and for every Serjeant-Major, Quartermaster- 
Serjeant, Serjeant, Corporal, and Drummer respectively; and further states the 
reduction of pay when on furlough, without reference to any establishment but that 
which sec. 6th declares shall be the ordinary establishment. That the law, 
in sec. 38, contemplates the force necessary to be maintained _ present where 
the regimental stores shall be kept; and directs that one third at least of the 
Serjeants, & c. shall be constantly resident there, still further corroborating the 
establishment, and the principle of reward and stimulus, by the indolgencies to be 
given in peace ; while the letter of the 24th February 1817, admits the necessity 
of appeal to the Legislature, before reduction can take place, and the Act of the 
57th of George 3, ch. 104, confirms it. 

That with these facts before us, placed as we have been, the guardians of our 
respective regiments, and in several instances the cause of those very men, whose 
interests in life are so vitally -threatened by the letter against which we now venture 
to offer our remonstrance, having been exposed by their change of life ; to such, we 
■cannot, in justice to ourselves, or to the service in which we have been placed, do 
less than respectfully state our firm conviction of the harshness, injustice, and at least 
doubtful legality of persevering in such a proceeding as that intimated ; and w hile 
humbly submitting our strongest remonstrances against it, to express our confident 
hopes, that these our sentiments being known to the Lord Lieutenant, the Staff of 
our respective Regiments may be left undisturbed. 

(signed) Lorton, 

Col. Roscommon Militia. 



(Copy.) 

WE, the undersigned Colonels of the Irish Militia, having received at the quarters 
of the staff of our respective regiments, a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 25th 
November 1822, signed Henry Goulburn, in which the Lord Lieutenant’s desire is 
expressed, that we should respectively adopt the necessary measures for discharging, 
on or before the 24th of December next, Serjeants, Corporals and Drummers beyond 
the scale prescribed for the British Corps beg leave through you, Sir, humbly to 
...35. B submit 
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-submit to the Lord Lieutenant, the view taken by us of so unexpected -a communi- 
- cation, and requiring so precipitate a compliance. 

We be® leave with all deference, to call the attention of Ins Excellency to the 
..eiteral Act of the 49 Geo. 3, c. 1 20, for amending and reducing into one 4ct the 
Militia Laws for Ireland; whereby in see. 6, the ordinary establishment ot Non- 
commissioned Officers and Drummers, for the respective companies of which the 
several remments may be composed, is fixed at four Serjeants, five Corporals, and 
tw o Drummers to each company ; together with a Serjeant-Major, a QuartermaMer- 
Serjeant, Drain-Major, and two Fifers over and above. 

Upon the faith of that establishment so fixed, by an Act of the Legislature, the 
prescribed number of Non-commissioned Officers and Drummers were retained at 
the disembodying of the Militia in the year 1816. 

We have here to call to his Excellency's consideration, that this same measure of 
reduction was in contemplation shortly after the disembodying in : l8lfi, and was 
remonstrated’ against by the Colonels, on behalf of their regiments. The Act of the 
17 Geo. 3, c. 104, was then brought forward, it is presumed, because it was consi- 
dered necessary, for the gradual reduction of the Non-commissioned Officers and 
Drummers ; which Act restricts the Colonels of Irish Militia from filling up any 
vacancies that might occur by death, dismissal or removal, until the number of 
Serjeants, Corporals and Drummers, shall be reduced below the numbers therein 
prescribed ; and that from and after that reduction by death, &c. the ordinary 
establishment of the Serjeants, Corporals and Drummers of every Regiment, while 
the same shall be disembodied, &c. shall consist of the numbers therein stated. 

■ Thus, by the necessity of passing this Act of the 57th, so restricting the Colonels 
as aforesaid, recognizing the right and the power of the Colonels to maintain and 
keen up to its strength, the establishment as provided by the 6th sec. of the 49th, 
and thereby admitting the provisions of that Act to be inviolable, without a further 
Apt of Parliament to alter and amend the same; and by this second Act further 
confirming the primary establishment, (except as reduced as aforesaid) until by 
such casualties, and by no other means, it is reduced to one Serjeant and one. Cot - 
poral to every thirty-five then, and so forth ; — , 

It is presumed that the word removal , the only word in the Act ot the 57th, which 
ciiuld admit of doubt, is applicable alone to the power vested in the Colonels of 
regiments, by the 24th sec. of the 49th, to discharge Non-commissioned Officers 
am) Drummers ; and does not convey "any discretionary power to the Government to 
alter, or depart from the provisions of that Act, without a new enactment. ' 
Under this view of the subject we presume to hope, that his Excellency will be 
’pleased to suspend the order and instructions conveyed by the Circular Letter of the 
2 -th of last month, until the expediency and justice of the measure is brought 
" re.uilarly before Parliament; more especially as there would appear a want of good 
Uaith towards those Non-commissioned Officers, who were retained on the credit 
of the Act of the 49th, at the disembodying in 1816, by now dismissing them, 

1 (especially as many of them will not be entitled to pensions for length of service,) 
and who were by being retained, debarred from seeking for, and obtaining settlements 
and situations, which Ay this time would have placed them independent of the 
Militia establishment, "it must further operate as detrimental to the raising men 
for the Militia at a future period, by discouraging respectable persons from entering 
into that service, with the view, and under the expectation of arriving, by faithful 
and meritorious servhfts and conduct, to the rank of Non-commissioned Officers. 

(signed) J. Irwin, 

Col’ Sligo Militia. 



(Copy.) 

WE, the undersigned Colonels of Militia, having received at the quarters of the 
staff of our respective regiments, a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 25th No- 
vember 1822, and signed Henry Goulburn, in which the Lord Lieutenants desire 
is expressed, that we respectively should adopt the necessary means for discharging, 
on or before the 24th of December next, Serjeants, Corporals, and Drummers, 
beyond the scale prescribed for the British Corps ; — beg leave through you, Sir, humbly 
- to submit to the Lord Lieutenant, the view taken by us of so unexpected a commu- 
nication, and requiring so precipitate a conjpljance. 

Were that reduction to be jnsisted.on,. we conceive that.the luith on which these 

men 
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men entered the Militia service, would be broken, inasmuch as that at the time ot 
their enlisting, they had an ultimate reward for their services, held outand guaranteed 
upon the faith of the Legislature of the country; viz. that of their conduct 
advancing them to the Staff, where during peace they were permanent, upou the 
different portions of pay assigned to each station by that very law. 

That those who are now to be affected by discharge, should such a measure be 
persevered in, have had that faith confirmed to them, by the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of more than five years disembodied service, following the abandonment made by 
a Circular Letter, dated Dublin Castle, 24th February 1817, and signed E. B. Baker, 
that a Bill should be submitted to Parliament, for limiting the number of Ison- 
commissioned Officers, Drummers and Fifers, retained by the several regiments of 
Irish Militia, to those prescribed for the British Corps, under the provisions of the 
Act of the 42d of the King. 

That we have viewed the policy of the law upon this head, as being not only to 
stimulate the Militia-man, when embodied, to fidelity of conduct, by the reward ot 
subsequent permanency of provision, rendered even more ample by the policy 
of Government in gratuitously extending allowance of lodging and fuei ; but also to 
the important consideration of future efficiency, by the inducement so held out, 
of obtaining on any emergency, an instant influx of recruits to the Militia ranks , 
and of the means, through such a staff, of imparting military instruction, and ren- 
dering the recruit serviceable to the State, from the moment of his joining his 
regiment. 

That we refer, for the proof of this, to the efficient state in which the Militia of 
Ireland stood, immediately on its being embodied, on the rupture of the Peace ot 
Amiens, and in 1815. 

That all such effects must not only be defeated, in future, by such a measure as 
that now proposed, but the very name of Militia branded, among those orders 
which are to complete its ranks, with the hatred arising from their sense of injustice, 
disappointment, and breach of faith. 

That the precipitancy and peremptoriness of communication thus made to us, 
does not appear calculated to diminish the ill effects w hich may result from the 
perseverance in it. On the contrary, ignorant, ourselves, of aqy intentions of such 
a nature, on the part of his Excellency’s government, the surprise is not greater to 
us, in our official situations, than fatal to the interests and w ell-being of men who 
have distinguished themselves as faithful and attached subjects ; and are thus 
suddenly, in a very great proportion, to be set adrift upon the world, alienated from 
the habits and friendships of their early life, incapable, perhaps, of trade, and 
competent, alone, to teach the use of arms. 

That with every submission to those authorities most competent to legal advice, 
doubts may not be unjustly entertained as to the validity of any compulsion to such 
reduction ; and fqr these reasons : — 

The Act of the 49th Geo. 3, repealing or consolidating all previous Militia 
laws, having enacted the officers and number of companies to the different degrees 
of corps, proceeds to detail the establishment of each company, in the 6th section ; 
viz. That the ordinary establishment of each company shall be, sixty-five Privates, 
four Serjeants, five Corporals, two Drummers, &c. while the 27th section says, that 
every Adjutant, Paymaster, Surgeon, Serjeant-Major, Quartermaster-Serjeant, 
Serjeant, Corporal, Drum-Major, and Drummer of the said Militia, shall be, at all 
times, subject to any Act which shall be in force for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
&c. thus distinctly establishing the Non-commissioned Officers named as the 
permanent staff of the regiment, when disembodied. And be it observed, that the 
Quartermaster is not included, because it was, by a subsequent Act, so far to 
assimilate to British practice, that he was made permanent. By section 28th, the 
rates of pay to these classes, when not embodied, is declared, for every such Adjutant, 
&c. &c. ; and for every Serjeant-Major, Quartermaster-Serjeant, Serjeant, Corporal, 
and Drummer respectively ; and further states the reduction of pay when on fur- 
lough, without reference to any establishment but that which section 6th declares 
shall be the ordinary establishment. 

That the law in section 38th, contemplated the force necessary to be maintained 
present where the regimental stores shall be kept; and directs that one-third at 
least of the Serjeants, &c. shall be constantly resident there, still further corrobo- 
rating the establishment, and the principle of reward and stimulus, by the indulgences 
to be given in peace; while the letter of the 24th February 1817, admits the 
., r B 2 necessity 
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necessity of appeal to the Legislature, before reduction can take place, and the 
Act of the 57 Geo. 3, c. 104, confirms it. 

That, with these facts before us, placed as we have been, the guardians of our 
respective regiments, and in several instances the cause of these very men, whose 
interests in life are so vitally threatened by the letter against which we now venture 
to offer our remonstances, having been exposed by their change of life ; to such 
we cannot, in justice to ourselves, or to the service in which we have been placed, 
do less than respectfully state our firm conviction of the harshness, injustice, &c. 
and at least doubtful legality in persevering in such a proceeding as that intimated: 
and while humbly submitting our strongest remonstrances against it, to express our 
confident hopes, that these our sentiments being known to the Lord Lieutenant, the 
staff of our respective regiments may be left undisturbed. 

And for this additional reason, as far as regards the Westmeath staff', that in the 
year 1816, they volunteered their services unanimously to act as Police for the 
preservation of the peace of the eastern parts of the county then very much dis- 
turbed, and by their exertions the aid of the regular forces was rendered unnecessary ; 
and there was no charge for additional Police inflicted upon those parts of the 
county. That some lives were lost, by the consequences of fever caught upon this 
service ; and that at my request the whole of the Westmeath staff were pledged by 
that unanimous offer, communicated by me to Mr. Peel, at the time it was made. 

(signed) Westmeath, 

Col. Westmeath Militia. 1 



True Copies. 




C. W. Flint. 
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